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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on the “Prophet of the Nineteenth Century” was 
delivered by President George Q. Cannon in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake 
City, December 23, 1894. 

I have been reminded since I entered this stand of a fact which I was 
cognizant of, but which for the time was not in my mind, that to-day is 
the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Eighty-nine 
years ago this day he was born. Of course, the day cannot pass without 
arousing profound reflections and vivid emotions in the hearts of the 
Latter-day Saints in contemplating the great work which God our Eternal 
Father has wrought through his agency. When we reflect upon the work 
which has been accomplished through the instrumentality of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, our hearts are filled with thanksgiving and praise to God 
that we have been permitted to live in the earth at a time when we can 
enjoy the fruits of the labors that he performed. It has been said that 
probably no man, excepting the Son of God Himself, ever accomplished 
so great a work in so short a time. Of course, a complete history is not 
before us of all that men of God have done in various dispensations. We 
know but little concerning Enoch, or Noah; and especially is our know- 
ledge very limited concerning those who lived upon this continent. After 
the death of our Savior and His visit to the people of this land, a reign of 
righteousness was ushered in, and no doubt very many mighty men lived 
during that period. But we think it is not too much to say that no man, 
always excepting our Redeemer, was ever chosen to lay the foundation of 
a greater work than that which has been accomplished in our time. All 
the prophets who have looked forward to the latter days have contem- 
plated the founding of a great and mighty work. It has been termed the 
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dispensation of the fulness of times. It has been predicted that it should 
be the crowning dispensation of all the dispensations of God to man. 
And certainly when we look at the work which has been accomplished, at 
the wonderful progress that has been made, and the marvelous changes 
which have been wrought out in the short period of sixty-four years, we 
are justified in anticipating the greatest and most magnificent results. 
There have been promises made concerning this work that it should not 
be given into the hands of another people, but that it should stand for- 
ever. To no previous dispensation and to none engaged therein was such 
a promise as this given. But according to the records which have come 
down to us, every righteous man unto whom was vouchsafed visions and 
knowledge concerning the future was informed that the work in which 
he was engaged was not that great work which should be victorious and 
triumphant in the earth and never be overthrown. Holy men of old 
foresaw, through the revelations of the Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
changes should occur, and that the work with which they were associated 
should not be perpetuated so as to become universal. But unto us who 
have been so signally favored as to live in this dispensation the sure 
promise of God, confirmed by covenant to us, is that this work shall not 
be overthrown; that the assaults of the adversary, the devices and 
machinations of the wicked, and their organized efforts to accomplish 
the ruin of the Church of God will not be successful, but will utterly fail. 
The comfort that this promise has given cannot be described by human 
language. In the midst of the most fierce and terrible persecutions; at 
times when everything seemed so dark that the darkness could not be 
penetrated ; when there seemed to be no ray of light illumining the path 
or pointing the way of deliverance to the people; this promise has filled 
them with hope, has given them strength, has infused unconquerable 
courage in their hearts; and they have rejoiced even in those dark hours 
because of the word which the Lord has spoken concerning the future 
triumph of this work. Even when Joseph was slain—probably as dark 
an hour as the Church ever saw—and when men cast about not knowing 
where to look and whom to follow, there was in the hearts of the people 
of God an unshaken faith that the Lord would not leave His people and 
suffer the work that He had established to be overthrown. Up to the 
time of the Prophet’s martyrdom the anticipation of the Latter-day Saints 
was that he would live to lead the people of God until Jesus should come. 
I suppose that there was not a feeling in the Church, not a thought among 
the faithful Saints, that the Prophet would not live, not only to be the 
means in the hands of God of laying the foundation of the work, but, if 
I may so speak, of laying its capstone and completing the work, and 
witnessing the redemption of Zion as the leader, the revelator and the 
prophet of God. Those of you, therefore, who are not familiar with those 
times can well imagine what a shock it was to the people to find that the 
enemy had obtained power to take his life, and how it naturally tried 
their faith, and would have caused them to have despaired had it not 
been for this promise to which I have alluded, and which was given to 
the Prophet in the beginning, namely, that the work that he was the 
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instrument in the hands of God of founding should never be overthrown. 
And from that day to this, through all the vicissitudes and changes which 
have occurred, that promise has shone out brightly and filled the hearts 
of the Saints with hope, and they have never yielded to despair. 

That which has been wrought out by the Lord through this man of God 
is exceedingly difficult to comprehend. The work that he accomplished 
is so magnificent, so far-reaching, so grand in every respect, that it is not 
easy for the human mind in a brief space of time to grasp the great 
results that have been achieved. When God revealed Himself to Joseph . 
the world was in utter ignorance concerning the personality of Deity. 
There had been a very decided departure from the knowledge which had 
been once enjoyed by mankind concerning God, so much so that a great 
number of thinking people rejected entirely the idea of there being a 
Supreme Being. They did this because of the conflicting teachings of 
men who professed to be followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. There was 
something so irrational, so unreasonable, and so difficult for people to 
understand connected with the character of God, as represented by those 
who professed to be His ministers, that thousands of men in Christendom 
declared that there could not be a God, because their minds and reason 
revolted at the acceptance of a Being such as was described by those who 
professed to worship Him. There were thousands of honest people who 
were groping for light, seeking for knowledge, and asking questions 
concerning the teachings of the Savior and the promises that were made 
by Him while He was upon the earth. But their search was in vain. The 
personality of God was utterly denied. No one could give a satisfactory 
explanation concerning it. The nature of the Trinity was not understood. 
The relationship of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost to each other, 
and everything connected with them, was declared to be so mysterious 
that it was considered sinful to make inquiries concerning it. It was 
forbidden ground, upon which men, women, and children should not 
attempt to tread. They should not ask questions concerning these 
things, because there seemed to be an idea that it was profanity to 
attempt to obtain information about them. In this way religious 
teachers silenced questions that were addressed to them concerning the 
Deity. They themselves were unable to make explanations, and adopted 
this method of checking the desire that naturally arises in the human 
mind to know something concerning our great Creator. In the same 
manner people were silenced when they asked questions about the gifts 
and graces, blessings and powers that were enjoyed in ancient days by 
the people of God. They were told that those things were given in that 
age for certain definite purposes, but were now not necessary, and that it 
was improper to expect in these days miracles, gifts, and manifestations 
of the power of God, such as were enjoyed anciently by the servants of 
God. In this way the natural inquiries of the people were stifled, and, as 
I have said, thousands revolted against this, and rejected entirely belief 
in Deity. Yet with all this there was in the minds of many people great 
anxiety to know the truth. They were not satisfied with the teachings 
that they received, and they were eager for more light. 
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This was the condition of mankind, at least in English-speaking coun- 
tries, when the Prophet Joseph received his manifestation from Heaven. 
Through his great faith, and because God had chosen him for this mighty 
work, he was able to obtain knowledge from on high. He received the 
most glorious manifestations that any human being ever received upon 
the earth, so faras we know. (God Hiniself, and His Son, Jesus Christ, 
condescended to reveal themselves to him and to give him knowledge con- 
cerning the course that he should take. It seems now, when we look back 
and view the condition of the world at that time, that it was absolutely 
necessary that such a revelation as this should be given. The ignorance 
that prevailed throughout the world concerning the Deity was such that 
it seemed necessary that someone should receive just such a manifestation. 
God- chose him as His instrument, and He manifested Himself and His 
Son Jesus Christ to him. From that time forward, therefore, there could 
no longer be any doubt as to the personality of God. He showed Himself 
as a personage of tabernacle, and His Son Jesus Christ was, as the Scrip- 
tures say, the express likeness of His Father. This knowledge having 
been communicated to man, it laid the foundation for faith in God. While 
men knew not the character of God, knew not the nature of the Being 
whom they worshiped, it seemed to be impossible for them to concentrate 
their faith sufficiently to obtain the blessings that were promised. But 
when it became known that there was a man upon the earth who testified 
that God was indeed the Being such as the Scriptures described, and that 
Jesus was like Him, then men could approach Him as they could their 
father, with the full assurance that He would hear and answer them, and 
with a certainty asto the character of the Being whom they prayed to 
and worshiped. 

At that time, as doubtless all of you are aware, there was no belief what- 
ever in spiritual manifestations. No one scarcely dared to assert that 
angels came to the earth. I well remember in my childhood the sensation 
which was produced within me when I heard the Elders declare that 
angels had come to the earth. Men were not prepared to believe such a 
thing possible and the moment they heard the Elders declare that angels 
had come to the earth again they were ready to close their ears and their 
hearts against anything they might say; for they looked upon it as the 
grossest fanaticism, emanating from Satan. The Elders of this Church, 
including the Prophet Joseph himself, had this to contend with to an ex- 
tent which our young men and women of this generation can scarcely 
conceive of, because from that day until the present belief in spiritual 
manifestations has grown until it is now almost universally believed that 
it is possible for men to receive communications from the spirit world. At 
that time it was one of the chief charges against Joseph and those associa- 
ted with him that they believed that angels came to the earth; and those 
who persecuted the prophet most before the Church was organized were 
men who professed to believe in all that was written in the Scriptures 
concerning the power of God. The reason for this is very plain when we 
look back and examine the condition of affairs at that time. It was be- 
cause men’s hearts were filled with the idea that it was an in possibility ; 
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that God had withdrawn Himself to such an extent that there would be 
no manifestation from Him such as had been enjoyed in ancient times; 
that there was no longer a necessity for it, the Bible containing every- 
thing that was necessary; that God had done His work, so far as the in- 
habitants of the earth are concerned, and had given them the Bible, and 
by the people believing in that they could obtain salvation. 

But, as I have said, there were thousands of people scattered through- 
out the lands where the Elders visited who were anxiously waiting for 
God to reveal Himself in some manner so that they might know the truth, 
and when the Elders went forth they obtained great success in gathering 
out these souls. It is a remarkable fact that those who have embraced 
the Gospel from the beginning have been men and women, in nearly every 
instance, who were waiting to know something about God; who were not 
satisfied with the churches to which many of them belonged, feeling that 
there was something deficient in them; and many of them were praying 
to God for greater light to be given and for power to be manifested such 
as was enjoyed in ancient days. It is very interesting to listen to the 
testimonies of the members of this Church concerning their feelings pre- 
vious to hearing the Gospel—how their minds were exercised and the great 
desires that they had that they might behold a servant of God who had 
the authority that was exercised in ancient days by the disciples of the 
Savior. Questions innumerable were propounded to the teachers of the 
various denominations, asking them to give reasons for the disappearance 
of the miracles, gifts, and powers of the true Gospel, but no answer was 
given that was satisfactory to these searchers after the truth. I say it is 
remarkable how universal this feeling was among those who joined the 
Church. It was not confined to the United States, but the Elders found 
it in the British Isles, in Scandinavia, in Germany, in Switzerland, in 
France, and in all the countries where they have visited. I myself, in my 
labors, have found hundreds of people, not only of our own race, but of other 
races on the islands of the sea, who have asked the question: “Why do 
we not have in these days the gifts and blessings that were enjoyed by 
those who belonged to the Church of Christ when He was upon the earth?” 
When Joseph testified that God had restored the Gospel, the only fear in 
the hearts of thousands who heard it was that it might not betrue. They 
feared it was too good to be true. Under the influence of the teachings 
that they had heard many were in doubt concerning it and hesitated 
about accepting it; but there were thousands who, as soon as they heard 
the testimony of the Elders that the Gospel of the Son of God had again 
been restored to the earth, were ready to be baptized. In this manner God 
confirmed the revelation which He had given to His servant. He poured 
out His Holy Spirit upon thousands of honest souls, so that when they heard 
the testimony of Joseph and those whom he seut forth they would know 
for themselves that it was indeed the work of God, and that the testimony 
concerning the restoration of the Gospel and the organization of the 
Church upon the earth was indeed true. God raised up, immediately, as 
it were, a host of witnesses; and those witnesses have increased from that 
day forward, until now men of almost every nationality can be found who 
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testify that they know for themselves that God did reveal Himself to 
Joseph Smith, and that Jesus gave unto Joseph the authority to organize 
His Church upon the earth with the gifts, graces, and powers that were 
enjoyed when He Himself was upon the earth. 

A great change has been wrought in the earth through the declaration 
of these truths. Men have had their minds opened, and the Spirit of God 
has moved upon many to receive the truth. The testimony of God’s 
servants has had the effect to enlarge men’s understandings, to increase 
their faith, and to bring them nearer to God. Now it is the exception for 
people not to believe in spiritual manifestations. Mankind have received 
this idea—not in the right way nor attended by the blessings that accom- 
pany the true belief; nevertheless, men’s minds have become emancipated, 
to a very great extent, from erroneous ideas concerning the power of God. 
It is very common now to tind people who, while they do not believe in the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, believe in spiritual manifestations. 

{t is difficult, as I said in the beginning of my remarks, to comprehend 
the greatness of the work that has been accomplished by the revelation of 
the truth to the people. There was a time when religious people believed 
that this world was created out of nothing. Joseph taught to the Church 
and then to the world that matter is eternal. A more startling doctrine 
could scarcely have been taught at that time. It was as startling in its 
place as the doctrine that he taught concerning the power of God and the 
gifts of the Gospel. | 

The statement that the elements of this earth were indestructible and 
eternal, and that they were organized by the power of God, and not crea- 
ted out of nothing, produced a profound sensation. Now this belief is 
almost universal. The religious teacher who would attempt to advocate 
anything else would be probably scoffed at. The Lord revealed that truth 
to the Prophet, and he taught it to the people. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


Tut Newcastle Conference convened at the Miners’ Hal], Hebburn- 
Colliery-on-Tyne, on Sunday, May 5, 1895. There were present: Anthon 
H. Lund, President of the European Mission; William J. Lee, Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference; J. W. Ford, President of, and Parley 
P. Parrish, George W. Hislop, Joseph W. Huish, Robert Blain, Z. T. Der- 
rick, Wheatly Gibson, T. A. Howard, and William A. Thayn, Traveling 
Elders in, the Newcastle Conference. 

It being a beautiful Spring day, the meetings were well attended , some 
of the Saints having come from a distance. At the afternoon meeting 
the general and local authorities of the Church were unanimously sus- 
tained, and the statistical and labor reports for the past six months end- 
ing April 30, were read as follows: Seventies 9; Elders 27; Priests 9; 
Teachers 5; Deacons 4; Members 186; total officers and members 240. 
Tracts distributed 15,199; houses visited 1,686; Gospel conversations 
570; books sold 21; books given away 44; books loaned 57; regular 


| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 311 


meetings 178; cottage meetings 44; open-air meetings 3; Bible classes 
40; Sabbath School sessions 29. Baptisms 8; confirmations 8 ; adminis- 
trations 151; clildren blessed 13; deaths 3. 

A number of strangers were present at all the meetings, and the hall 
was well filled in the afternoon and evening. A guod spirit prevailed and 
the hearers received a spiritual treat from the didactic remarks of the 
Elders. 

On the following morning a Priesthood meeting was held, at which the 
Elders related their experience and explained their ideas as to the best 
method of spreading the Gospel, and the good instructions from President 
Lund served as the dessert of the enjoyable feast. 
P. ParrisH, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A new explosive, known as Joveite, has been tested in the United States. It is said 
to be 40 per cent. stronger than dynamite, to be safe to handle, and to act as well below 
the freezing point of water as above it, while it can be used in shells and in mines. It is 
cheaper than dynamite. 

Among late patents are many devices for giving warning electrically at any appointed 
spot of an abnormal rise in temperature in any apartment where such device is placed, 
and several of these appliances are so effective that their introduction must result in 
limiting the number of accidental fires of such magnitude as to require the services of the 
fire brigade. The alarm has a compartment which is divided into two unequal parts by 
means of a flexible division. These are filled with two gases of different expansion, and 
if the temperature rises the circuit is closed and an alarm is given. This alarm is said to 
be extremely responsive to the slightest change in temperature, and it can be adjusted 
accurately to indicate any degree of heat. 


Rev. B. W. Williams contributes to the American Magazine of Civics an article on 
‘**The Sabbath as a Civil Institution,” in which he makes and briefly and forcibly main- 
tains several points in favor of the Sabbath rest. These in brief are as follows: (1) It is 
necessary to physical health and vigor, the nightly rest alone being insufficient; (2) It is 
essential to intellectual strength and progress; (3) It is conducive to social refinement, 
especially for those engaged in any manual labor which soils and begrimes the person; (4) 
the observance of a day of religious instruction and worship tends to promote morality 
and to restrain crime and lawlessness; (5) the intermission of work for one day has a 
salutary influence upon industrial life, men accomplishing more and better work in six 
days than in seven. ' 


The mysterious action known as spontaneous combustion, has been the cause of many 
disastrous fires both on Jand and sea. Oils can be divided into drying oils and non-drying 
oila. The former include some of the vegetable oils, which can not be distilled, but 
break up under the process; while the latter are mineral oils, which can be distilled 
with ease. The non-drying oils will not ignite spontaneously, while the drying oils will 
do so. The action is due to oxidation, or union of the oil with the oxygen of the atmos- 
phere. A board painted with boiled linseed oil will, when dry, be heavier than the 
original weight of wood and oil added together, the absorption of oxygen accounting for 
the difference. This combination of oxygen with the oil will evolve heat, which in the 
case of the board will be carried away by the air. Oil-waste if spread out so that the air 
will permeate it, will also give up the heat evolved in the same manner. But if the waste 
be placed ina heap, the weight of the upper portion will confine the lower part, and 
more heat will be produced than the air can carry away, and the temperature rapidly 
rises until the mass bursts into flame. This is the history of what has doubtless often 
occurred in the cases of many fires of doubtful origin. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 16, 1895. 


SIGNS OF DIVINITY. 


A GLANCE at the wonderful results brought about through the instrument- | 
ality of the Prophet Joseph Smith is sufficient to prove that he could not 
possibly have done what he did unless assisted by a higher power than 
his own. The position which he assumed before the world was one which 
at once either provoked the anger of the people or drew forth their 
admiration and love. He did not pretend to build on the foundation 
laid by reformers, nor to add to the structure reared by another Church. 
His position was entirely distinct and separate from that assumed by all 
other men of his time, and in fact from all who had lived since the days 
of revelation. That there had been an apostasy from the Church was not 
known by him until it was revealed from above; before this he thought 
that the Gospel was still upon the earth. His claim was to be a restorer 
of the ancient plan of salvation, not a reformer. How well this claim is 
sustained must be judged from an investigation of the facts connected 
with him and his work. 

Whether it be admitted with the Protestant world, that a “falling 
away” has taken place since the days of the ancient Apostles; or, with 
the Catholic Church, that revelation has ceased; the admission at once 
shows that the perfect Church of Christ can be in neither of them. Even 
if every claim which the Catholics and all the Protestant sects make were 
true, still that would not be sufficient to constitute “the body of Christ, 
and members in particular.” It is presumed that they have no more than 
they lay claim to, and therefore it needs no argument to prove that they 
lack the perfection which of necessity belongs to God’s Church. 

Joseph Smith claims to have the same authority given to him which 
was held by the ancient preachers of the Gospel. He told the world 
definitely where he obtained it—that John the Baptist came and conferred 
the Aaronic Priesthood upon him and Oliver Cowdery, and that Peter, 
James, and John bestowed upon him the Melchisedec Priesthood with all 
its keys, powers, and blessings. Surely this is no doubtful source; it was 
not simply an inward feeling which prompted him to say he was called to 
preach the Gospel, but he saw those men, he heard their voices, and felt 
their hands when they touched him, and through ordination they gave 
him the proper authority to organize and build up the Church of Christ 
in the latter days. He could very plainly see that putting forth this 
claim would mean the end of his earthly peace. If he did not know this 
in the beginning he certainly found out before long |that the idea of 
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modern revelation was so unpopular that it would bring persecution upon 
him who should proclaim it. A deceiver could not have withstood all the 
opposition that Joseph Smith had to meet by giving out this message; it 
would have completely overwhelmed him. 

The Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which is a record of the_revela- 
tions given through this great prophet, contains the following” promise | 
from the Lord: “Therefore, as I said unto my Apostles I say unto you 
again, that every soul who believeth on your words, and is baptized by 
water for the remission of sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost.” Sec. 84: 64. 
This promise might be made by any man, but only God himself, could 
fulfil it. All those who have obeyed it sincerely have received the Holy 
Ghost, which testifies to them that the Gospel is true. It does not say to 
one person that an ordinance is necessary for him to obey, and_to another 
that it is not necessary, but it testifies to all who receive it that,the com- 
mandments of God should be heeded ; it does not_lead the people to deny 
the power of God and the efficacy of the true faith in Him. Would it be 
consistent, or even possible, to expect that tens of thousands of people 
had all been deceived in exactly the same manner; would men make the 
sacrifices that they must do when they go out to preach; would they per- 
sist in persuading their fellows to obey ordinances, and promise the gift 
of the Holy Ghost and signs to follow the believers; would they put them- 
selves in a position to be scoffed and jeered at, if the results which they 
promised did not really follow? As well might people try to convince 
their fellows that food does not satisfy hunger, and that water does not 
quench thirst, as to persuade the Latter-day Saints that their religion is a 
hoax and that they are following nothing but a deceptive phantom. The 
Holy Ghost is given to those who obey; the signs promised do follow the 
believers. The united testimony of many thousands to the same fact 
should be sufficient at least to cause an inquiry into the truth of that 
fact. If the Church established through Joseph Smith is the Church of 
God then it is the only true Church, and all the other Churches are bound 
to give way to it sooner or later, for God has predicted this. Though at 
the present time one of the most unpopular things that a person can do is 
to become a member of ‘the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
yet those who take this step feel fully satisfied because they receive the 
promised testimony. 

The predictions made by the prophets both ancient and modern have 
been fulfilled concerning the work established by Joseph Smith,‘so far as 
time has permitted. Would God allow an impostor to fulfil'all the con- 
ditions of a true prophet; would He permit events to transpire.in connec- 
tion with a work of darkness to make it appear exactly like Hisown? In 
short, would it not be the height of absurdity to think that God would 
sanction the labors of a man who would claim to have received revelations 
from Heaven, by fulfilling in every particular the promises made‘by such 
a man, if he were an impostor? And until God shall cease to fulfil the 
promises made in His name by Joseph Smith,’the Latter-day Saints will 
continue to proclaim the divinity of his calling and to preach the Gospel 
in its power as they have done from the beginning. The work will go on 
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until that time shall come when al! shall know the Lord and the know- 
ledge of Him shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. B. 


THE origin of the American Indians is a topic of interest to many 
people and the interest in it is increasing as time goeson. The following 
from the pen of Dr. Edward Seler in the Preussische Jahrbucher, while 
not entirely in harmony with what is believed by the Latter-day Saint 
still gives valid reasons}for thinking that the different Indian tribes 
sprang from the same people originally: “During the sixteenth century, 
at a time when it was much more difficult to determine the size and shape 
of the American Continent, the idea prevailed that the ancestors of the 
Indians reached the continent in vessels from a long distance. Later it 
was common to picture the ancient Americans as crossing the Behring Sea 
in large masses. The proofs offered in defence of these theories are not 
very convincing. The old story, told by Aristotle, that ships from Carth- 
age sailed westward from the Pillars of Hercules until, after many days, 
they discovered great uninhabited islands with large rivers, will hardly 
be accepted as a pre-Columbian discovery of America, and the Platonic 
fairy tales about Atlantis are just as unreliable. Ancient Chinese annals 
speak of the land Fu-San, 12,000 li east of China, and this has been thought 
to refer to Mexico. But Fu-San was a country well known to the Chinese, 
and the accounts given of its rulers and the customs of its people describe 
it as altogether Asiatic. Fu-San was probably one of the islands north of 
Japan, but certainly not Mexico. The attempts to deduct the beginnings 
of American civilization from foreign sources are al] the more curious as 
nobody tries to prove that Chinese civilization began in Egypt or Indian 
civilization in Chaldea. The Mexicans relate that their ancestors lived as 
hunters in the North. The Aztecs say that their fathers lived on an 
island in the sea. It is very probable that some of the Mexican tribes 
only regarded the North as their ancient home, because the North 
appeared to them strange and impenetrable. The tale that the Aztecs 
came from over the water may be explained by the fact that they settled 
on an island in a salt-water Jake. Mexican civilization shows that it 
belonged strictly to the soil where it developed, and it influenced the 
whole of the continent. Only a small portion of the North American 
tribes lived exclusively as hunters and fishermen. Even the wild prairie 
Indians, the Dacotahs, Cheyennes, and Mandans knew something of 
agriculture. In languages, religion, customs, and tribal constitution all 
Indians show a wonderful similarity to the Mexicans and to each other, 
which leads to the assumption that all came from a common stock.” 


RELEASE.—On account of sickness, Elder Thomas Stokes has been 
released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference, 
and returned home with the company of Elders on May 2, 1895. 


THE BANISHMENT OF THE MORMON PEOPLE. 


THE oratorical society of the University of Michigan was organized some 
five years ago; the object is to foster an interest in oratory, and to take 
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part in the contests of the Northern Oratorical League. There are seven 
competing orators in the contest (which takes place annually,) chosen 
from the students of the University that have not received a degree, 
and these are chosen by a preliminary contest from the senior, junior, and 
sophomore classes of the literary and law departments. The_contestants 
in the preliminary contest receiving first and second positions are sent to 
the final contest as representatives of their classes, the “seniors” only be- 
ing granted two representatives, the other classes one each. Utah received 
the highest honors in the first contest through the efforts of J. E. Hick- 
man. In true oratory and an earnestness that was inspiring, he told of 
the sufferings of the Mormons and of their pilgrimage from,Missouri to 
Utah. The audience was held spellbound during the entire oration, and 
when he told of his wife’s mother carrying her babe across the plains, 
a deathlike silence filled the room. Mr. Hickman did not expect to win 
when he began his oration. “If I can only get into University Hall with 
my speech and vindicate my people from the wrongs which have been 
heaped upon them, I shall be satisfied,” he said some weeks ago. He has 
done more than that! 

The oration was as follows :— 

My subject is a most unpopular one. It was chosen not to herald an 
unpopular faith, but to defend the cause of civil and religious liberty 
against unwarranted prejudice ; not to advocate the tenets of any religion; 
but defend the cause of virtue and order against the enemies of all divine 
and human laws. I keenly realize the disadvantage at which I am placed 
in defending this much misunderstood people. And I am not ignorant of 
the prejudice existing upon this subject. Therefore, I ask you do not judge 
until their history is held up to the light of reason. 

Though this people originated in New York, I will not speak of their 
history until we find them in the western part of Missouri, where they had 
gone and built themselves comfortable homes with the view of worship- 
ing God according to the dictates of their conscience. But as their 
religion was different from the accepted belief of the day, they soon began 
to be ridiculed, then to be persecuted; finally organized mobs assembled, 
and burning their homes, tarred, feathered, and whipped many of their 
people. In their extreme suffering, they applied for protection to judge, 
priest, and governor, but received none. They even petitioned President 
Van Buren, who replied: “Your cause is just, but I can do nothing for 
you.” Bancroft, the great American historian, says that banded mobs 
went from settlement to settlement of the Mormons, burning their homes, 
killing, or driving the unoffending inhabitants into exile. In one place, 
they murdered every man, woman, and child. And among the number 
killed was an old Revolutionary veteran, who had fought for our indepen- 
dence. Says the historian: “Never in savage or other warfare was there 
an act more dastardly or brutal.” The Missourians in order that they might 
have a mantle to cover their cruelty, drew up resolutions. They said that 
the Mormons believed in prophets, etc., in revelations, and that they were 
superstitious; that, being mostly from the New England States, they 
_ believed in freeing the slaves; and finally, they were poor. 
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Poverty, superstition, unpopular doctrines—these were the crimes. For 
such crimes, fourteen thousand inhabitants were driven from their homes 
in mid-winter. In the Middle Ages? No; in the nineteenth century. In 
Russia? No; in America, fourteen thousand inhabitants driven from their 
homes in the dead of winter! The sick were torn from their beds and 
thrust out into the midnight air, and compelled to seek safety in some 
bleak forest. There were shivering little children, there were infants, 
homeless but for a mother’s arms, couchless but for a mother’s breast. In 
such distress, pursued by merciless oppressors, they left the tracks of 
their bleeding feet upon the snows of their pathway. Homeless, shiver- 
ing, heartbroken, and plundered, they sought shelter in the uninhabited 
plains of Illinois. 

In this bleak wilderness, far from the inhumanity of man, the fugitives 
did for a time find peace and rest. During the six years which they were 
permitted to remain in Illinois they built several villages, besides Nauvoo, 
a city of twenty thousand inhabitants. They established schools, founded 
a university and built a magnificent temple. “It must be admitted,” says 
Bancroft, “that the Mormons in Missouri and Illinois were more honest, 
temperate, hard-working, self-denying and thrifty people than those by 
whom they were surrounded.” Whatever was the cause that led to their 
expulsion from Illinois, it was not due to any crimes of theirs, unless it 
was an offense to profess a different creed and worship at a different 
shrine. But Governor Ford said that all manner of trumped up charges 
were brought against them; and those charges were without foundation, 
for the Mormons had committed no such offenses. Ona pretended charge 
Joseph Smith and others were arrested and taken to Carthage under the 
sworn protection of the Governor. It is said that Joseph Smith had a 
premonition of his terrible fate and said: “I am going like a lamb to the 
slaughter; but [am calm as a summer’s morning. I havea conscience 
void of offense towards God, and towards all men. I shall die innocent, 
and it shall yet be said of me, ‘He was murdered in cold blood.’” The next 
day after this prediction he and his brother were killed in Carthage Jail. 
Again mob law reigned and men lost their reason. The Mormons were 
ordered from the state; their homes were robbed and laid in ashes. The 
scenes of Missouri were being repeated. Scarce had the lights of their 
burning homes died out, when, with scanty hoard, they crossed the 
Mississippi. On the first night of their exodus, February 4, 1844, nine 
wives became mothers. How those innocent babes, sick and delicate 
mothers, were cared for under such conditions is left to the imagination 
of the sensitive hearer. Was it in Russia, Tartary or Hindostan that 
people had to flee for opinion’s sake? As those exiles departed, at the top 
of every hill they could be seen looking back like banished Moors on their 
abandoned homes, and their distant temple with its glittering spires. 

Let me observe here that there were many honest souls in Missouri and 
Illinois who cried out against such injustice; but, as is too often the case, 
they were in the minority. After the death of Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young, by right and choice of the people, organized and led them into the 
wilds of America. And while Missouri was dividing the property of. 
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fourteen thousand inhabitants whom she had recently expelled, while 
Illinois was trying to cover up the blood of the murdered Prophets; while 
all the United States looked on with silent indifference, one of the most 
persecuted and down-trodden people that history records were marching 
westward beyond the pale of civilization. 

And now comes an episode in the history of the Mormons which I 
should not dare to relate were it not part of the official records of the 
government. Otherwise it would be incredible. While in the wilderness 
on their westward march for the Rocky Mountains, war was declared 
between our government and Mexico. Strange as it may seem, the 
President sent a messenger to Brigham Young to ask for five hundred 
volunteers to enter the army and march against Mexico. Remember that 
two states of the nation had thrust this people from their borders, had 
permitted mobs to plunder them, rob them of their homes, murder their 
prophets, and drive them into exile. Remember that their appeals in 
their sore afflictions, though made to governors, judges, and to the 
President, were invariably ignored or denied. Remember finally that 
they were marching through a country unparalleled for dangers, that 
they were enduring hardships which, at times, threatened their very 
existence. Had they not sufficient cause for refusing to listen to the 
President’s appeal? And yet it was their country calling—that country 
to which their pilgrim ancestors had fled; for which their patriot sires 
had fought and suffered ; whose deeds of heroism were among their highest 
and noblest traditions. It was enough. Brigham Young said: “Colonel 
Allen, you shall have your men. If there are not enough young men, I 
will call upon the old men; and then, if not enough, I will call upon the 
women.” When the call was made those sacrificing pilgrims forgot their 
wrongs, kissed the rod that smote them, and, with one accord, answered 
their country’s call. Ransack the records of history, ancient and modern, 
and match if you can, this example of patriotism ! 

Heroine mothers, while their husbands and sons were at the front, 
defending the country that had driven them into exile, drove their own 
teams twelve hundred miles over those trackless plains. Hundreds of 
them had neither wagons nor teams. Handcarts were made, and in them 
they placed their scanty hoard. Men and women pulled those carts across 
the desert wastes of America. Could not this destitute and exiled people 
receive aid? They were offered peace if they would relinquish their religion 
and all allegiance to their faith. But to relinquish their religion for peace, 
to them, it was treason. Such an act would have made a mockery of 
their high profession, which had been written in blood and tears. During 
that dreary marth, hunger, sickness and death followed in their wake. 
Many times death was a welcome visitor to those weary and footsore 
pilgrims. Many, lying dowa with their burdens for pillows, never awoke, 
and to-night rest in unmarked graves. 

From the lips of aged veterans, I have been told that when they were 
exhausted and could go no farther, bare-headed, bare-footed and in their 
tattered clothing, they knelt upon those trackless plains and importuned 

their Father, my God and your God, for strength. Upon arising their 
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weariness was gone. You may not believe in miracles; but it is true that 
even, a8 with the ancient Israelites in the wilderness, the quails came by 
the thousands to feed those starving pilgrims. My own wife’s widowed 
mother, peace be to her memory, walked and carried her babe from the 
Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains. Picture, if you can, that banished 
people on those plains almost destitute of food and clothing; mothers 
stripping off their scanty clothing to protect their little ones from the 
cold winds that swept across the bleak prairies. In their extreme hunger, 
they were obliged to eat roots and thistles; yea, more, they were forced 
to cook and eat old rawhides. The history of the sufferings of that people, 
though often attempted, is yet unwritten. 

As the pioneers reached the heights of the Rockies, for the first time 
they saw their destined home. And as Moses stood on Pisgah’s heights 
and viewed the promised land, so they, from those silent peaks, viewed 
their asylum of rest. Around them silence and desolation—a desolation 
of centuries. Rugged mountains with huge spurs decorated with towers 
and pinnacles, raising their towering summits into the domain of the 
clouds, rich with the aspiring forms of Gothic type. Far below they saw 
the blue waters of the Dead Sea of America, glittering in the summer 
sunlight like a silver shield; and as far as the eye could reach stretched 
the arid desert, miles on miles of sage-brush and snow-white alkali. 
Eternal desolation! yet, to them, it was home, and at the sight of it their 
hearts were glad. They descended into the valley to pitch their tents and 
rest in peace. There was now no fear of molestation from vandal hordes. 
How sweet must have been that sleep as upon the earth, parched and 
seared through untold centuries, they slumbered beneath the friendly 
skies amidst eternal solitude! Though that country to which they had 
gone was then under Mexican rule, they unfurled the Stars and Stripes on 
Ensign Peak. And, in solemn assembly, they voted to revere the Consti- 
tution and its principles as a divinely inspired document. They also 
decreed that this land should be a home for the oppressed ; they forgave 
all men that had injured them, and lifted an ensign of peace to every 
nation under heaven. | 

My friends, I have couched in simple language the pathetic story of the 
exodus of this people. I have kept back striking events, pitiable suffer- 
ings, and terrible wrongs. The words that I should speak burn within 
me and tremble on my lips. But shall not utter them. It is enough. I 
am willing to leave the judgment to future generations. When the clouds 
of hatred and mistrust which hang like a pall over the genius of that 
people are dispelled, the history of their living martyrdom will make the 
heart of the nation ache with pity and remorse.—Deseret Vews. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


The constitutional convention has been holding night sessions in order to get through 
with its work. 
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The little daughter of Dr. J. E. Talmage and wife, died from an attack of pneumonia 
on the 27th of April. 

Senator Stephen B. Elkins of West Virginia was in Salt Lake City for a day or two 
during the latter part of April. 

The prospects are good that a large crop of beets will be raised this year. Those which 
were planted early are especially promising. 

American Fork Ward has been planting trees on the meeting house lot, and otherwise 
beautifying the grounds around the house of worship. 


The test of the coal oil discovered in San Juan County showed that the discovery is 
valuable, and only awaits development to become paying property. 


John L. Beusch, Jr., has been appointed postmaster of Fairview, Sanpete County, 
and O. W. Huntsman has been given a like office at Hebron, Washington County. 

Cache County has been shipping large quantities of potatoes to various points, until 
now it is reported that another car load could not be obtained for shipment in the whole 
valley. 

A number of Provo ladies are talking of forming a Co-operative Washing Company, the 
machinery to be run by horse power or water power; also the building of a Uo-operative 
Bakery is discussed by the same persons, 

Dr. William H. Groves the well known dentist of Salt Lake City died at his home on 
April 26. He has left all his real estate, valued at $75,000 or more for the founding of 
the Dr. W. H. Groves Latter-day Saints’ hospital. 


Several families have been moving from Utah County to Teton basin in Idaho. The 
reports of those who formerly went there have been very favorable and no doubt have 
been the means of inducing these later removals. 


The Singer Sewing Machine company, headquarters at Ogden, sold a number of its 
excellent machines at Almy on the instalment plan and many of the machines were 
bought by those who were deprived of support by the awful calamity of March 20, and 
there was still due on them sums ranging from $5 to $26. Instead of taking the machines 
back in accordance with the contract, the head office in New York ordered that all pur- 
chasers bereaved by the disaster be given full and clear receipts for all indebtedness still 
remaining and the Ogden office executed the order without delay. 

In} its issue of April 20, the Scientific American devotes considerable space to an article 
on the Deseret Museum. On the first page are five excellent engravings, illustrating the 
exterior and interior of the building in which the museum is located, on First North 
street, as follows: 1. Front view of the building; 2. Apparatus room; 3. Curator's 
private library; 4 and 5. Main rooms ofthe museum. The article recites that the Salt 
Lake Literary and Scientific association ‘‘is the proprietor and promoter of the Deseret 
Museum, a depository of choice and extensive collections in the field of natural history 
and ethnology ;” it then gives a well written description of the museum, figures regarding 
the exhibit, and other interesting items. The information is furnished by Dr. James E. 
Talmage, curator. 


The Natural History Society of Utah is the latest educational organization in the 
Territory. It came into existence April 6, 1895. Ita purpose is to institute original 
researches on the subjects of geology, mineralogy, archeology, and biology, in all their 
branches. Very little work ef this class has been done by Utah people. Whenever any 
thing in the line mentioned has been wanted there have been men sent from Washington, 
and other cities, by the government, the railroads, and the mining companies. Specimens 
were taken away, and placed in museums far distant from Utah, and were therefore of 
no benefit to the people there. It is for the purpose of furthering the efforts of the Utah 
University, and the Deseret Museum in collecting specimens etc, that the Natural History 
Society has been formed. Its head-quarters will be at the University, and any resident 
of Utah interested in Natural History may become a member, 
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